
The premiere of 420PEOPLE’s performance entitled Why things go wrong, 
choreographed by Sylva Šafková and performed by the duo of dancers Michal 
Heriban and Viktor Konvalinka, was created exclusively for Studio Maiselovka.

It raises, through contemporary dance, the unique theme of the (un)moral, ethically 
challenging nature of human behaviour, which, although often overlooked, seriously 

affects the lives of everyone around us. Everyone has probably experienced 
a situation where everything was going right until it all went wrong. Sometimes,

it is just a coincidence, but a specific culprit can often be identified. The performance 
addresses the grave subject of the evil that such people cause.

English friendly
During: 50 minutes, no interval

CREDITS
Choreography: Sylva Šafková
Dancers: Michal Heriban, Viktor Konvalinka / 420PEOPLE
Text: Jiří Šafka
Music: various compositions + voiceover (Todd Nesbitt)
Music editing: Golden Hive Studio & Amak Golden
Set design & costumes: Sylva Šafková, Jiří Šafka
Scene: David Borovský, Marek Flachs
Production: Anna Borovská
PR: Aneta Jochimová
Light design: Martin Špetlík

Premiere: 11th March 2023, Studio Maiselovka, Prague, Czech Republic

This piece was produced by 420PEOPLE with financial support from the City of 
Prague, Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, Prague 1 and Studio Maiselovka.

why things go wrong

420PEOPLE ©



ABOUT 420PEOPLE:
The contemporary dance company 420PEOPLE was founded by Václav Kuneš

and Nataša Novotná at the end of 2007 when they had returned from a stint 
with one of the world’s most prestigious dance theatre companies - Jiří Kylián’s 
Nederlands Dans Theatre. When conceiving the company’s name, the founders 

were inspired by the telephone code of the Czech Republic. 420PEOPLE emerged 
out of a shared dream to build their own contemporary dance company in Prague.
Currently, 420PEOPLE celebrates 15 years on the Czech and international dance 

and theatre scene.

420PEOPLE is not only a contemporary dance company but also a “brand” 
presenting a unique vocabulary of contemporary dance to the public in the form

of performances and original choreographies at the latest interpretive and profes-
sional levels. Their continuous work introduces exceptional originality and an unfor-
gettable artistic experience to the stage and online space. An essential part of the 
work is an unconventional dialogue with the audience through workshops, online 
projects, discussions, dance films,documentaries, screenings, and other activities 

that emerged during the pandemic. Even though 420PEOPLE has been performing 
as a contemporary dance company without a permanent theatre space, it has had 
its own rehearsal venue, Studio Maiselovka, in the centre of Prague since 2020.

Furthermore, the company values teamwork and provides professional conditions 
for its members, enabling their development and education. This is supported
by the systematic work of the production and administrative team of in-house 

colleagues and external collaborators.

Website: www.420people.org/
Facebook: www.facebook.com/420PEOPLE.DANCE.COMPANY/

Instagram: www.instagram.com/420people_dance/?hl=cs
Youtube: www.youtube.com/user/420PEOPLEdance

The show was inspired by Aaron James’ book Assholes: A Theory:

“We consider a person to be an ‘Asshole’ if they systematically claim to benefit 
from privileges in interpersonal relationships by virtue of an ingrained 

sense of entitlement immunising them against other people’s complaints.”
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